
CALL FOR 
PROPOSALS!   
ARCADES PROJECT, 
Friday, May 3, 2013  
 
TANSTAAFL: Walk-ins 
Welcome!  
 
 
 
Arcades Project, started in 2011, is a curated, one-night event for the exhibition and sales of limited edition 
works produced by small and independent presses, artists, and other creative practitioners (art books, 
book arts, prints, image and text works, artist multiples). Arcades also hosts workshops, performances, 
screenings, and readings.  Arcades, although an opportunity to sell work, is an event that hopes to subvert 
the expected context of commerce by switching themes and locations every year.  This May will be the 
fourth incarnation of the Arcades Project-- an event that wears many guises, at once a museum, a mall, a 
swap shop, a school, a pub, & a party.    
 
 

EVENT INFORMATION  APPLICATION INFORMATION  

Friday, May 3, 2013, 4-9 p.m.  (aka First Friday) -due Fr iday,  March 29 th,  2013,  by midnight  
-applicants notified Monday, April 1 

Location: Press Bay Alley (off Green St.) 
(downtown Ithaca, near public library) 
-outdoor and indoor space available 
-tables and chairs provided 

Submit applications & ask questions! 
 
Email Mara Baldwin & Clara Chapin Hess: 
emai larcadespro ject@gmai l .com  

-no admission to the public, vendors pay a $25 table 
fee 

-application process is free and open to all, $25 table fee 
for all selected vendors 

Vendors/Performers/Artists/Et Al: 
-can expect about 1000 visitors over the course of 
the five-hour event (same night as First Friday) 
-no atms on-site but several close nearby  
-we expect to have wireless access, so folks can sign 
up for Intuit or Square if they have ‘smart’ 
technology 
-plenty of parking for all participants in the adjacent 
lot and on the street 
-vending site is handicap accessible, gallery access 
requires one short set of stairs 

Send application as one email, with your 
name/organization as the subject: 

1. brief bio/introduction of yourself/ your group 
2. project or tabling statement/description 
3. 3-5 supporting images (jpegs) 
4. image information/captions 
5. special needs (wifi, electricity, wall space, 

proximity to another vendor, etc…) 

http://arcadesprojectithaca.wordpress.com/ 



TANSTAAFL: Walk-ins Welcome!  
There Ain’t No Such Thing As A Free Lunch:  
Come on in, have a sandwich, and a beer, on us.      
 
The acronym, TANSTAAFL (“There ain’t no such 
thing as  a free lunch”), was originally borne in 
critique of the “Free Lunch” business practice 
of 19th century American saloons in which 
overly salty foods were served for free: tricking 
sated but parched participants to pay for beer 
in order to quench their thirst.  The lunch is in 
fact not free in this scenario, but represents a 
manipulative advertising tactic that obfuscates 
a fundamental want for an open and honest 
exchange of goods. 
 
 
We are engaging these aphorisms* to demonstrate a need for a 
balanced economy that encourages generosity and 
transparency, where cost correlates to value. Only in a balanced 
economy does the desire to get something for “free” dissipate. 
The cutthroat mentality of free-market capitalism pushes people 
to take what they can get.  Let’s invest in what we want! The 
exchange of currency implies a contract, the value of which we 
as participants decide upon, and on which is built a community. 
If people, things, and environments are compensated adequately 
for their work the practice of commerce can be one based in 
gratitude, as opposed to one built in a competitive model of 
greed and scarcity.    
 
We are in an exciting time where issues of barter, exchange, 
commerce and value are being pressed at the forefront of 
contemporary thought —but issues of market are still sensitive 
around arts, writing, and culture—our preconceived notions of 
creativity(pure) and consumerism(corrupt) put at risk the 
dialogue between the two. Commerce is about trade, and trade 
enables dialogue, production, collaboration, sustainability, and 
progress. The Arcades Project offers a forum in which artists, 
writers, publishers, and customers are given an opportunity to 
support one another in a small model of a balanced economy 
within culture.      
  
We look forward to reading through your proposals!  Please 
email with questions!      
 
C lara Chapin Hess + Mara Baldwin      
(Co-curators of  Arcades 2013)  

 
*Everything depends on 

everything. 
 

*Everything happens for a reason. 
 

*You don’t get something for 
nothing. 

 
	  

To appropriate the historic 
transformations of human 

nature that capitalism wants to 
limit to the spectacle, to link 

together image and body in a 
space where they can no longer 
be separated, and thus to forge 

the whatever body, whose 
physis is resemblance -- this is 
the good that humanity must 

learn to wrest from commodities 
in their decline. 

-Giorgio Agamben 
 “The Coming Community”, 1990 

	  


